
ARE  WE  THERE YET? 
St. Catwg’s Church Quinquennial Inspection Newsletter              22nd January 2021 
Project Kick-Off is here! 

In 2018, St. Catwg’s Church (along with the other churches in the Parish) had what is called a Quinquen-

nial Inspection (QI) which is carried out every 5 years. The inspection identified many areas of the church 

where urgent work was required. With water ingress appearing on the internal walls (owing to guttering 

& downpipes not providing adequate drainage), missing slates/roof tiles and holes in the roof, this work 

is urgently needed if we are going to keep the Church warm and welcoming for our Services and social 

get togethers we all hope to enjoy post-pandemic.  

In 2019, the Parochial Church Council (PCC) agreed to initiate a project to appoint a builder who would 

make our Church watertight again. The project will take forward this maintenance work required to 

both the inside and outside of the church.  The pandemic has meant delays, but many of you may have 

seen scaffolding being erected around the church on 12th January 2021.  

After a formal tendering process, a contractor was identified and agreed upon. The Contractor will con-

centrate on repairing the outside of the building first before moving to the internal maintenance work.  

We would normally have held many fund raising activities, but given that we cannot come together yet, 

we are busily applying to various charitable organisation for grants to help with the cost. We hope to 

produce this Newsletter as the project moves forward, to keep you informed of progress. 

A High-Level Snapshot of Planned Work 

The Chancel tiles have already 

been repaired by a tile conserva-

tionist and have also been sealed. 

A Contractor has been selected for 

the arboreal work which is sched-

uled to start of the coming weeks. 

Our Project Team 

The Quinquennial Inspection (QI) Project has been running for 

some time, carrying out all of the preparatory work to get us to 

this stage.  

The Project Team are Michael John our Vicar, Martin Cragg who 

looks after the project finances, Andrew Dodd our Church Warden, 

John Gough who provides advice on grants and Ros James the Pro-

ject Manager. If you have any queries, please let Ros know 

(rosalind.james@live.co.uk ) 



DID YOU KNOW? 

 St. Catwg’s Church (consecrated in 1857) is a grade 

II Listed building, and the area of Pentyrch where it 

was built, is now classed as a conservation area. 

This means that you have to get permission from 

the Diocese’s Archdeacon if you want to make 

changes and also from Cardiff Council if we need to  

lower the height of trees. 

 St. Catwg Ddoeth, Cadog the Wise was one of the 

greatest Welsh Saints. Catwg was an Abbot of a 

Monastery at Llancarfan and either he or one of his 

followers set up a cell in Pentyrch in the 6th Centu-

ry ! (excerpt from an historical booklet written by 

John Gough) 

 In the Victorian era, people who maintained St. Cat-

wg’s made the decision to have tiles laid around the 

altar and down the aisle. In recent years they were 

all working loose and risked cracking as they were 

being walked over. We had to get them restored if 

they were to be made safe and saved for future 

generations.  

 When the restorer was recently working on the tiles 

 in the Church, he was amazed at the eclectic mix of 

 tiles that had been laid in the Victorian times and 

 thought they were unique as he’d never seen that 

 combination put together in a church before, partic

 ularly the chevron pattern laid on the aisle. Some 

 tiles would normally have been found around Victo

 rian fireplaces, others came from a quarry in Rua

 Restoration in progress…. 

Close up of efflorescence on tiles around the Altar. 

We went from this….  

...to this.  

Funding for our much need-

ed work… 

We have already received a 

£3,000 grant from the Repre-

sentative Body of the Church in 

Wales. We are also applying to 

organisations that help to pre-

serve Listed buildings and places 

of worship. We will also approach 

the Heritage Fund which is part of 

the National Lottery. Keep your 

fingers crossed for us! 


